CENTRAL FIRE DISTRICT 

INFORMATION

INCIDENT MEDIA RELEASE

DATE OF INCIDENT: _9/10/09_____________ DISPATCH TIME: _17:55
.
TYPE OF INCIDENT: Structure fire.
LOCATION OF INCIDENT: 1990 41st Ave.
OCCUPANT/OWNER OF PROPERTY: Chase Manhattan Bank.
BRIEF SCENARIO OF INCIDENT: At approximately 17:50 this afternoon, Chase bank employees were alerted to the fact that there was a fire in the building by a customer. A customer entering the bank saw smoke coming from the northeast corner of the roof. Employees and customers quickly exited the building without injury. Central Fire District responded to the reported structure fire shortly thereafter. The first firefighters on scene reported smoke and flames coming from the roof. Central Fire’s aerial ladder provided access for firefighters to fight the fire which was traveling through a concealed space below the roof. Other firefighters entered the building on the ground level to prevent the spread of fire into the lobby area. The fire was contained and controlled within an hour. Another hour and a half was spent on salvage and overhaul operations. Effective salvage efforts in the initial stages of the fire prevented major damage to the lobby area of the bank. Most of the fire and smoke damage was confined to the concealed space between the roof and t-bar ceiling. The fire is considered accidental at this time and under investigation. The building has been secured and turned over to Chase bank security personnel.
INJURIES:  N/A
FATALITIES: N/A.
TOTAL TIME TO CONTAIN: 1 hour
TOTAL TIME TO CONTROL: 1.5 hours
NUMBER OF CENTRAL UNITS AND PERSONNEL: Engines –3, Trucks – 1, Rescue vehicles – 2, Chief Officers – 2, Firefighters – 13, Paid Call firefighters – 8, Fire Prevention Officer – 1.
AUTOMATIC AID/MATUAL AID USED: Capitola Police Department – 3 patrol officers, Aptos La Selva Fire District – 1 engine for station coverage.
INVESTIGATION STATUS: The cause of the fire has been determined to be accidental and is under investigation.
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